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Friends,

I have the pleasure of sharing with you news of some of the wonderful things that have 
been happening here at John Marshall. Allow me to offer my thoughts on some of 
these developments. 

If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to visit the law school and see the changes 
we’ve made on State Street, you’re missing out on a real treat. The new 6,000 square-
foot Student Commons area, on the first two floors of the 304 S. State Street building, 
is spectacular. It’s an architectural expression of the dynamism and confidence of our 
students, our faculty, and our school. Details about the work we’ve done are in this 
issue’s lead story.

By the time you read this, a major event will have just 
concluded. I’m referring to the dedication of the Arthur 
J. Goldberg Memorial Courtroom on September 28. The 
dedication honored a former faculty member by naming our 
high-tech, state-of-the-art courtroom after him. The program 
featured United States Supreme Court Justice Antonin 
Scalia as the principal speaker. The event also celebrated the 
30th anniversary of the Center for Information Technology 
and Privacy Law.

Previously I’ve mentioned two of our newer professional 
offerings, our program on Professionalism and Engagement 
directed by retired Illinois Appellate Court Justice Margaret 
O’Mara Frossard, and our Business Transactions Externship 

Program directed by alumnus Michael Schlesinger (JD ’70). Now I’d like to tell you 
about a third innovative opportunity for students to learn from practitioners and gain 
real-world experience. 

I’m pleased to announce Professor Jack Oest will be the director of our new unified 
effort in Law Office Management and Technology. In this role, working with 
faculty and staff, Jack will help develop and administer law practice-oriented programs 
for students and help us better deliver the practice-oriented courses we now offer. 
He also will help us as a school to better understand and respond to the changing 
nature of law practice and the changing needs of law firms, while helping our students 
to become practice-ready graduates who know how to use the new technologies in 
communications, research, and delivery of legal service so prevalent in practice today. 

On a more personal note, I’m very pleased that Marilyn Criss—“Miss Criss” to 
everyone—has been selected as the designated honoree for the new Heart of John 
Marshall scholarship. Nobody has done more for our students, for so long, than 
she has, and I’m confident that your fond memories of her will spark your generous 
impulses that will ensure that the scholarship will be a big success. To help honor Miss 
Criss, please refer to the donation directions on page 7.
 
I hope you enjoy reading about our law school and our alumni in BriefCase. 
I look forward to sharing more news with you soon. Please contact me anytime 
at 7corkery@jmls.edu.

All the best,

 

 John E. Corkery 
Dean, The John Marshall Law School

Letter 
   from the Dean

October 19, 2012   
LEAP/Conditional/Scales Alumni 
Reunion

October 23, 2012  
Denver Area Alumni Reception

November 8, 2012  
New York City Area Alumni 
Reception

November 13, 2012  
Springfield Area Alumni Reception

November 14, 2012  
Peoria Area Alumni Reception

December 11, 2012  
Greater Will County Area Alumni 
Reception

December 14, 2012   
Illinois State Bar Association 
Reception

January 22, 2013   
Northwest Suburban Area Alumni 
Reception

March 20, 2013   
Alumni Judges Reception, hosted 
by the Alumni Association

March 27, 2013    
West Suburban/Oak Brook Area 
Alumni Reception

May 10, 2013    
Freedom Award and Distinguished 
Service Awards Luncheon, hosted 
by the Alumni Association

All dates subject to change. 

For up-to-date information, visit 
www.alumni.jmls.edu.

Save 
   the Date
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Volunteering, mentoring, teaching, hiring, 
donating—I’ve come to think of these as the helping 
hands of John Marshall alumni. It seems like during 
the last year we have been asking more of our alumni, 
and you have really risen to the challenge.

John Marshall was the first law school in Illinois to be 
part of the Lawyer-To-Lawyer Mentoring Program 
that was started by the Illinois Supreme Court. Hundreds 
of our more seasoned alumni volunteered to mentor recent 
graduates to help kick off this great new program. I expect it 
will continue with every graduating class, so we call on you 
because more alumni will be needed as we move forward.

Our student and alumni mentor program continues to grow 
as well. More than 150 alumni volunteered their time to 
participate in this annual program. 

I have received several calls in recent months from alumni who 
want to hire a John Marshall student or graduate, and I have 
been so happy to help! Hiring from the pool of John Marshall 
alumni helps us and more importantly, helps our fellow alumni!

Because of all the recent renovations and our major expansion 
program, there has been a greater need for alumni donations. 
Many of you have given for the first time this year, whether it’s 
a contribution to the annual fund or “buying” a chair in the 

new Arthur J. Goldberg Memorial Courtroom. 
This need will continue to grow! 

Student scholarships are so important in recruiting 
and retaining the best students, and in this competitive 
legal education market—every dollar counts. You can 
help our students through our newest Heart of John 
Marshall Scholarship whose first honoree is Miss Marilyn 

Criss— or, select any of our other endowed scholarships.

I send a monthly e-newsletter to alumni in which I announce 
volunteer and mentor opportunities, as well as alumni events 
and CLE and professional development programs. I hope 
you take a minute to read about that and become involved in 
whatever way you can.

And if you haven’t taken a look at the new John Marshall 
facilities, please stop by. You won’t believe your eyes! We are 
providing new space and opportunities for our students and 
it’s exciting to see it all take place.

Message from Sherri J. Berendt
Director of Alumni Relations

Friends,

All Alumni Open House

The Office of Alumni Relations hosted an open 
house for John Marshall graduates during the annual 
American Bar Association meeting held in Chicago 
in August 2012. Alumni returning to the law school to 
see the new Student Commons were (from left) Dion 
Davi (JD ’03), Melissa Smart (JD ’99), Brian Russell 
(JD ’99) and Emily Adams (JD ’11).

Circuit Court of Cook County Judge Paul Biebel (far 
left) and retired Judge Everette Braden (JD ’61), 
Geoffrey Hammond (JD ’04), Bary Gassman (JD ’96) 
and Jeffrey Asperger (JD ’79) got together at the 
open house in the new Student Commons.

The Lake County contingency included (from left) 
Circuit Court Judges Margaret Mullen (JD ’80), Jay 
Ukena (JD ’79), Joan Pantsios (JD ’75), Jorge Ortiz 
(JD ’89) and Prosecutor Louise Hayes (JD ’88).

Warmly,

Sherri J. Berendt (JD ’99) 
Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Fund Programming
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he John Marshall Law School 
has made its grand entrance 

on State Street. The major 
intersection of Jackson Boulevard 
and State Street now is a showcase 
for the law school with a new 
Student Commons and stunning 
entryway into the law school.

“It’s really a showplace now,” said 
second-year student David Resis 
who admired the space. “It is inviting and impressive and 
really makes a difference for the law school.”

“It is very nice, and gives the law school a visibility and 
a presence now,” said John Lag (JD ’79), during a visit 
to the new space. “It’s a lot easier to tell people where 
John Marshall is. It has curb appeal. It’s nice and shiny 
and new and what people want in this market” where all 
things play in to an enrollment decision.

Recognizing the cramped 
conditions the law school was 
facing, the law school’s board of 
trustees, under the direction of 
President Leonard Amari (JD ’68) 
and Building Committee Chairman 
Jordan Peters (JD ’72), studied 
several options before deciding it 
was time for the law school to take 
its rightful place on State Street 
where it could be represented as an 

outstanding institution in Chicago’s Education Corridor.

Months of additional planning and work with architects 
and construction supervisors went into the project before 
the space was gutted in spring 2011 and transformed. 
Energy efficient utilities and lighting are in place, and 
the paints, furniture and carpeting were selected for their 
green ratings.

Renovations Lead to Presence 
on Chicago’s State Street

John Marshall 
Takes Its Place

Dean John Corkery chats with students in the new 
Student Commons area on the first floor.

T

(below and top, next page) The first floor Student Commons gives students a new space to study or relax. The space includes a Café and second seating area.
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From State Street, Chicagoans see into the Student 
Commons through floor-to-ceiling windows. The space that 
once housed a Walgreen’s Pharmacy today gives students 
ample space to relax or meet friends for conversation. The 
floor plan is designed as an ‘L’ that wraps around the new 
Boilerplate Café. Comfortable black chairs with red ottoman 
tables for accent make the space inviting.  

The Jackson Boulevard side has tables along the café making 
it a convenient space to grab a bite to eat or use as a study 
area. The three television monitors in the Student Commons 
are visible from most angles.

The State Street entryway is marked by a glass canopy over 
the entrance. Past the revolving doors, the wide-open space 
with wood-paneled walls gives the entryway an airy feel.  
Beyond the security desk, visitors can take the elevators 
to classrooms, the library or conference space, or turn right 
to Binding Authority, the student-selected name for Beck’s 

Book Store. A glass staircase at the end of the new entry hall 
leads to the Sargis-Miner Lounge on the second floor.
Before this expansion, many alumni and guests passed 
through rows of outstanding alumni photos in the Hall of 
Distinction that stretched from the Plymouth Court entrance 
to the State Street elevators. The photos are gone for now, 
but will again become a permanent display in a new location. 
The construction left the connecting hallway open between 
the State Street and Plymouth Court entrances. 

Peter Bilanzic (JD ’80), a guest at a recent open house event, 
guesses the Student Commons is “10-times bigger than when 
we were here. Downstairs (in the Plymouth Court basement) 
was the student lounge, and there was a small one on the 
fifth floor at the library. It was cramped and crowded and 
crummy. We had two copy machines. These are state of the 
art facilities.” 

A monitor gives students information in the new lobby, and a grand 
staircase leads up to the second floor Sargis-Miner Lounge.

Students meet outside Beck’s Book Store in the new lobby.
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Gathered around Miss Criss at a recent Freedom Award 
luncheon are Puneet Arora (JD ’07)(seated, left) and 
Constance Wright (JD ’06), with (standing from left) 
Brandon Rogers (JD ’10/LLM ’11); Associate Dean 
William Powers, Michael Lodemeier (JD ’99); Anna Gonis 
O’Connor (JD ’06), and Charles Drennen (JD ’07).

     hen students leave The John Marshall Law School, 
they remember a favorite professor, a heart-stopping exam, good times with their 
study group, teammates in a competition.

And, the indelible mark of love is given to students by Miss Marilyn J. Criss. 
They carry her endearment with them for years. She is a special person who 
brings a kind spirit to the law school through her warmth, compassion and 
genuine love for all associated with the law school.

What goes on in the classroom is important, but just as important is for students 
to know they have someone to turn to when they have a problem. Miss Criss, 
the administrative assistant in Student Affairs, is their shoulder to cry on, the 
knowledgeable mother who can give advice, and the great confidant. She doesn’t 
judge. In her eyes, everyone is equal and all deserve respect.

“It behooves everyone (at the law school) to realize our students are our alumni 
in residence,” she says.

“It’s surprising how many students attending law school have significant outside 
responsibilities in their lives—small children, ailing parents, full-time jobs—and 
these outside duties lead to an enormous amount of stress. I was one of those 
students years ago with a day job, three small children and a dying father,” recalls 
Susann “Sunny” MacLachlan (JD ’94). 

“Having the motherly affection of Miss Criss, and being able to talk to her in the 
always calm oasis that is her office, made some of those more difficult days less 
burdensome. She absolutely is the heart of John Marshall.”

“We, at The John Marshall Law School, believe 
this is a special place with a legacy and spirit 
that welcomes students from all walks of life. 
Along the way, there have been those whose 
actions made an impact on students. Miss 
Criss ranks among the special few,” said Bill 
Beach, chief development officer. “That is why 
we are organizing the Heart of John Marshall 
Scholarship in the name of Miss Criss.”

This gracious lady who has given 35 years to 
John Marshall says she is “deeply touched. I’ve 
been fiercely proud of the law school and all its 
accomplishments. I would never have stayed if I 
didn’t think it was a special place.”

Born and raised in a small town in southern 
Indiana, she still maintains a slight drawl when 
she utters “honey” or “sweetheart,” two of her 
favorite terms of endearment, and sure signs that 

W

Newly established scholarship honors a remarkable 
woman and her love of the law school 

Miss Criss:
        The 
Heart of John Marshall
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Your gift to The Heart of John Marshall Scholarship will have 
an immediate benefit for students. This non-endowed, or annual 
expendable scholarship, allows for the distribution of the money 
in full, unlike other law school awards and scholarships that are 
made available by the allocation of law school general funds, as 
well as the generosity of donors by means of endowed funds. 

For more information on making a gift to honor Miss Criss, 
please contact Lauren Prihoda, at 312.427.2737, ext. 871. 
Or, if you wish to make an online gift, please go to 
www.jmls.edu/give. Go to the designation drop down 
menu to “Heart of JM-Honoring Miss Criss.”

her heart is open to you. Her second-floor office is decorated 
to look like a sitting room. Shelves are lined with graduates’ 
photos, the walls are covered with draperies and lovely artwork, 
the chairs have been upholstered to match the color scheme and 
the industrial strength carpet is covered with decorative area 
rugs. On her credenza is a glass butterfly, one of many in her 
collection. She knows the atmosphere helps put students at ease.

“I just think it’s the way I was raised. I came from a remarkable 
family. My parents believed that we all deserve support and love 
and that’s what I try and give my students,” she said.

She sets high standards for herself and leads by example with her 
fine manners and impeccable fashion sense. She expects the same 
of students reminding them that “the impression they leave is 
very important.” 

Over the years, she’s led sessions to teach students table 
manners, bringing china and silverware from her collection to 
set a correct table. “I’d hate to think someone lost a job because 
they couldn’t make it through a luncheon interview,” she says.

“Miss Criss had an incredible impact on me in law school, 
whether it was from adding finish and polish to my etiquette or 
providing advice on how to conduct my affairs while in school 
and in the profession,” Michael Abramson (JD ’07) said. 

“When I served as Student Bar Association (SBA) president, I 
always looked forward to her morning call to discuss the plans 
and the goings-on of the day which she closely monitored 
and corralled. I couldn’t imagine my time at John Marshall 
without Miss Criss—she was always a source of counsel and 
encouragement.”

The law school has grown from the days when she started on 
the switchboard and was one of just a handful of staff members. 
She moved into Student Affairs working with Assistant Dean 
Ronald W. Olson helping establish the office. She’s worked in 
that department for more than 20 years supporting the more 
than 40 student organizations and their activities.

“Miss Criss’ compassion, sensitivity, generosity and loyalty are 
unparalleled to any faculty or staff member at John Marshall,” 
says Jennifer Irmen (JD ’04) a past SBA president who worked 
closely with her.  

The strong relationship Miss Criss has with students is why even 
those who have been practicing for years continue to visit her. 
She’s been a guest at numerous weddings, is delighted when 
they call about their promotions, and excited to learn about the 
birth of their babies.

“Anytime Miss Criss calls me to help a student, I immediately 
call her back and try to do for that student what Miss Criss did 
for me while I was a student,” Irmen added.

(above) Miss Criss receives a bouquet at the Holiday Party 2010 in thanks 
for her continued support of students. Presenting her with the recognition 
gift were (from left) Peter Tessler, Spelios Bacoyanis, and Michael Reever.

(at left) Miss Marilyn J. Criss with Associate Dean William Powers, director 
of the Office of Admission and Student Affairs, at the 2012 Barrister’s Ball.
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ust as no two people are alike, Chief Judge Timothy C. 
Evans (JD ’69) believes no two defendants are alike. 

But, the Circuit Court of Cook County, one of the largest 
unified court systems in the world, has found a balance 
between justice and a need for special assistance for 
nonviolent offenders through specialty courts.

During his 11-year term as chief judge, Evans has expanded 
the court system to include 19 specialty courts. The work of 
these courts is a model for court systems around the country. 

The adult and juvenile drug treatment courts were in place 
in 2001 when Evans was elected chief judge. Those 
courts started as pilot programs in 1997 for 
nonviolent felony adult offenders at the 26th 
and California and Maywood courthouses, 
and for nonviolent felony and misdemeanor 
defendants at the Markham courthouse.

“Those courts were achieving positive 
results. I made expansion of the specialty 
courts a priority of my administration,” Evans 
said. “I worked with the court’s presiding judges 
and the specialty court judges and together we’ve 
made the expansion of the specialty or problem-solving 
courts” a priority, he said.  

The 19 specialty courts in Cook County are: seven mental 
health courts, five drug treatment courts, six veterans’ 
courts and a court for women who have been charged with 
prostitution.

“All specialty courts seek to address the primary issues that 
contributed to the participant’s involvement in the judicial 
system. These issues are addressed with public safety in 
mind,” he stressed.

While the court system is there to mete out justice, 
judges, attorneys, social workers and others recognize that 
defendants come into court with extenuating circumstances. 

“Specialty courts use a collaborative approach. The delivery 
of treatment and services to defendants is coupled with 
intense supervision by the court to encourage defendants’ 
compliance with program requirements,” explained Evans.

The specialty courts have reached out to involve supporters 
outside of the court network of prosecutors, public 

defenders, probation officers, social workers 
and case managers. Working with substance 
abuse and mental health treatment providers, 
community partners and Veterans Administration 
representatives, a judge can provide a defendant 
with a team of people interested in helping stem 

the problem that landed the defendant in court.  
The teams design and implement individualized 

treatment plans for eligible participants.

“The specialty court judges are personally involved in 
many aspects of the process, including team building, staff 
meetings and status hearings,” Evans said. 

Specific roles and responsibilities are explicitly assigned. 
There is a coordinated effort for monitoring a participant’s 
case and making certain the individual is complying with the 
program rules.

“I have long supported the premise that there are certain 
nonviolent offenders with special circumstances and needs 
who deserve to be given a second chance,” the judge 
explains. “In many cases, we are helping them turn their 
lives around because we offer them supervised intervention 
and treatment—which I believe are key to the programs’ 
achieving success.”

Chief Judge Timothy Evans 
expands specialty courts from three 
to 19 to help nonviolent offenders 
get the assistance they need 

J

  Helping 
Offenders 
          Through 

Specialty Courts 
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tepping out from law school can 
be rewarding for many graduates, but 
knowing that they can still talk with 
their peers is what The Office of Alumni 
Relations had in mind in 2001 when staff 
created the Young Alumni Council. For the 
past decade, YAC has worked at helping 
graduates stay in touch and be engaged 
with the alumni and the law school.

“With the demands of just getting started 
in their careers and some starting families, 
we wanted to offer a way they can be 
involved when they can, but not feel like 
they have to,” said Sherri Berendt, director 
of Alumni Relations. 

The YAC is open to graduates of the last 
10 years, and does not require a time or 
financial commitment, so it fits with the 
needs of the more recent graduates.

“A lot of young alums don’t realize the value of networking, 
so we help them by offering more opportunities” said Lauren 
Prihoda (JD ’10), annual gift fund officer, who, as assistant 
director of Alumni Relations, had headed the program and its 
events from 2011 until recently. 

Prihoda suggests alumni opt-in to emails sent through the 
Alumni Relations office to receive exclusive opportunities 
to events such as the judges reception, legal community 

lunches and dinners and Lunch and 
Learn CLE opportunities hosted by the 
Career Services Office. It also provides a 
springboard for alumni to keep in touch.

Last year, when YAC held its 
organizational meeting, Prihoda gave 
alumni the opportunity to discuss what 
they wanted the council to offer. The first 
events YAC hosted were a networking 
happy hour at Goose Island Brewery 
and a CLE lunch seminar with speaker 
Jim Thompson of Midwest Consulting 
focusing on what young attorneys can do 
to attract clients.

“The Goose Island event was a hit, 
because there’s a focus on audience 
participation and a lot of alumni were 
able to interact with each other,” Prihoda 
said. Because the YAC event was the 
night of a Beer Academy, participants 

explored different styles of authentic Goose Island beer with 
commentary from its brewers. 

Alumni Relations is hoping to host a similar string of events 
during the 2012-2013 year, including a council meeting, a 
Chicago-focused outing and an opportunity to obtain CLE. 
Watch for details in Office of Alumni Relations emails or visit 
the YAC page of the alumni website, alumni.jmls.edu.

Keeping connected through social events and networking 
is the main goal of the Young Alumni Council 

S

Recent Grads Stay Involved 
Through Young Alumni Council 
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tudents who came to John Marshall through the 
Conditional, LEAP and SCALES Programs are invited to 
celebrate their successes at an all-class reunion.

For more than 30 years, The John Marshall Law School has 
found a way to measure ability and potential beyond the 
LSAT score and college coursework.

For hundreds of students, the Conditional Program, LEAP 
and now the Summer College to Assess Legal Education 
Skills (SCALES) Program have been the gateway into the 
legal profession.

These successful graduates will come together for a reunion 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Oct. 19, 2012, in the new Student 
Commons. Sherri Berendt, director of Alumni Relations, 
said the reunion is a celebration of John Marshall and the 
personal successes of those who came through the special 
placement programs.

The Conditional Program was organized in 1978 at 
the direction of Dean Fred Herzog who believed some 
students, despite not meeting the traditional standards of 
admission, could make it through the grueling rigors of law 
school and do quite well. Students admitted to the summer 
session enrolled in two law school classes. If they passed, 
they were admitted to John Marshall and given credit for 
the coursework.

“I believe I was exactly the type of student that the creators 
of the Conditional Program had in mind,” says Margaret 
Howard (JD ’87) who recalled that her grades and LSAT 
score were “slightly above average,” but she always found 
herself “behind the curve, so I wasn’t surprised when I was 
offered a seat in the summer Conditional Program.”

Howard remembers being nervous those eight weeks but 
looked at it as her time to assess “whether I really wanted 
to go to law school.” Her instructors were Professors 
George Trubow and Donald Beschle.

“Both were great professors because there were times 
during those eight weeks that I wondered whether I 
was ‘getting it’ and I surprised myself with how much I 
learned,” Howard said. “Obviously, my hard work paid off, 
but you have to have good professors who not only know 
the subject matter, but who can get each individual student 
in the classroom thinking and questioning things in a way 
they never have before.”

She also received an LLM in Real Estate Law in 1999.  
Howard’s career has included work at a private law firm 
and various government agencies. Today she is the senior 
associate counsel for Facilities and Environment at the 
Navy Installations Command in Washington, DC.

Jim Christopoulos (JD ’95) had applied to several law 
schools, but his low college grade point average was a mark 
against him. When he applied to John Marshall, he initially 
was wait-listed. And then, in May 1992, he got his letter 
for the Conditional Program.

 He recalls being “really anxious” about making the cut, 
but his recollection is that he had one of the highest grades 
in the class. “I think one of the important things was that 
both professors were friendly and not scary as some others 
were.  It was their style and personality in addressing the 
class that made it easier.”

After law school, Christopoulos returned to his native 
California working for a forensic economist. After receiving 
a master’s degree in economics in 2001, he set up a 
solo office as an expert witness economist working with 
attorneys on economic damages issues.

In 2003, when John Marshall dropped the Conditional 
Program at the behest of the American Bar Association, 
faculty designed LEAP to give disadvantaged students 
a trial run at law school. That program gave way to the 
SCALES Program. Professor Julie Spanbauer, who taught 
in the Conditional Program and directed SCALES the first 
few years, said SCALES “is equally as difficult, but gives 
students a better foundation” for law school.

SCALES students aren’t thrust in to coursework, but 
rather given legal insights through “U.S. Legal System” 
and “Jurisdiction and Remedies,” courses designed to give 
them insights of the legal system, as well as seven weeks of 
Legal Writing and Academic Achievement’s skills-building 
programs in note-taking, briefing a case and test-taking.  

Professor Maureen Kordesh, who has directed SCALES 
since 2007, said SCALES students “have learned or express 
a kind of work ethic,” and the program “teaches them how 
to navigate law school. We provide a tremendous amount 
of support in order for the students to show us how they 
think and what they know.”

During the seven-week summer program, students write 
papers, make presentations and are tested. On average, 

S

A Celebration of Success

LEAP SCALES Conditional
Reunion
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about half of the 50 or so students successfully complete SCALES and are 
admitted for the fall semester.

Louis Raymond  (JD ’12) left his assignment in England as a Navy 
intelligence officer on a Friday in 2009 and started the SCALES Program 
three days later. Raymond, who has bachelor and master degrees, had 
been on the admission wait list when he got the letter for SCALES.  

“This is like all the eggs in one basket,” he says, but he decided to take a 
chance at it. His SCALES experience helped him throughout law school.
“The part I appreciated most was legal writing. I’d been writing 
reports for years, but this writing was different and that course made 
it crystal clear for me. It helped me look at the words as more than 
words on paper.”

William Powers, associate dean for Admission and Student Affairs, says 
Raymond is the perfect example of how the program gauges abilities in 
the quotient for admission and “then helps (the students) so they’re ready 
for law school.”

And true to the focus of SCALES, Raymond went on to do well at John 
Marshall competing on an arbitration team and working at the Fair 
Housing Legal Clinic for four semesters. Kordesh said statistics show 
SCALES students have a slightly higher attrition rate and those who 
succeed pass the bar at the higher rate than students in their cohort. 

Freedom Award

Honorees at the 2012 Freedom Award and Distinguished 
Service Awards (DSA) luncheon are (seated, left) Freedom 
Award recipient Judge Paul Biebel of the Circuit Court of 
Cook County, with DSA recipients Kevin Hull (JD ’00), 
principal at Hull Partners, Ltd.; and (standing, from left) 
Ricardo Meza (JD ’89), executive inspector general for 
Agencies of the Illinois Governor; Nicholas C. Zagotta 
(JD ’94), partner at Roberts McGivney Zagotta LLC; and 
Professor Barry Kozak (JD ’00/LLM ’00), director of Elder 
Law Programs at The John Marshall Law School.

Phi Alpha Delta (PAD) won five top awards at the International 
Meeting of PAD in August, including the Outstanding Law 
School Chapter Justice Award, and Law School Chapter Top 
Recruitment Award.

Daissy Dominguez and Julian Crosier 
are the recipients of the Hispanic 
Lawyers Scholarship Fund Fellowship. 
During summer 2012, Crosier worked 
at the Cook County State’s Attorney’s 
Office and Dominguez was at the Cook 
County Public Defender’s Office. 

Professor Anthony Niedwiecki, director 
of the Lawyering Skills Program, is serving 
as president of The Association of Legal 
Writing Directors. The association represents 
approximately 300 members from more than 
150 law schools.

Erik Fagrelius (MS ’06), Director of Research, Grants & 
Development Assessments at John Marshall used the services 
of the Patent Law Clinic to file his application for “The Insect,” 
a device for mounting sensors on an for an upright acoustic bass. 
The patent was so thoroughly written that it was approved in 
less than a year by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
near record time.

Professor Samuel Jones has been appointed 
to the 2012-2013 American Bar Association 
Section of Litigation Leadership as a member of 
the Human Trafficking Task Force in recognition 
of his achievement as one of the nation’s leading 
litigators in his field.

Jeff Arnold, a joint JD/LLM in 
Employee Benefits student, spent the 
summer working on Capitol Hill learning 
how legislation is proposed, assessed and 
drafted. He was one of three law clerks 
working for the United States Senate 
Finance Committee majority staff.

The law school is celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Center 
for Information Technology and Privacy Law which continues 
to provide cutting-edge coursework dealing with technology and 
privacy. Alumni also are marking the 25th anniversary of the 
Journal of Computer and Information Law.

Dibora Leykun Berhanu, a second-year 
student at The John Marshall Law School, is 
the 2012 recipient of the Timothy C. Evans 
Scholarship Award. The scholarship is awarded 
annually to Chicago-area students who are 
committed to the highest scholastic standards.

NewsNotes
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he Alumni Advantage Plan (AAP) 
at The John Marshall Law School, 

which assists graduates wanting to 
enhance their legal skills through 
additional coursework, has extended its 
offerings to all alumni.

John Marshall alumni earning less than 
$50,000 annually qualify for AAP’s 50 
percent reduction in tuition costs. Formerly, 
the program was open to alumni five years or 
less out of John Marshall.

“It’s going to give many more John Marshall alumni the 
opportunity to return to school and earn a higher degree,” 
said Silvia Rodriguez, assistant director of Graduate 
Admission.

At the beginning of AAP, the program was open to 2006-
2010 graduates, and almost immediately the Office of 
Graduate Admission received inquiries from alumni who 
barely missed the cut. “We had 2005 graduates who were 
interested in taking LLM courses as well,” Rodriguez said, 
who realized the program could be expanded to help the 
earlier graduates.

This expansion is especially beneficial for 
alumni looking to specialize in a specific type 
of law. “Attorneys with LLMs will have a 
better understanding of a specific program,” 
Rodriguez said.

John Marshall offers advanced courses in 
Employee Benefits, Intellectual Property Law, 

International Business & Trade Law, Information 
Technology & Privacy Law, Real Estate Law, Tax Law, 

and Trial Advocacy and Dispute Resolution. LLM classes 
also are being offered in Estate Planning for the first time.

The deadline for spring admission for the LLM programs is 
Dec. 1, 2012. The deadline for alumni to apply for AAP for 
the spring 2013 semester is Jan. 27, 2013, and the deadline 
for the summer 2013 semester is June 9, 2013. Alumni 
who apply for regular admission must apply separately 
for AAP. The program is available only to full-time LLM 
students. The AAP is not available to John Marshall 
students pursuing a joint degree or those who already have 
an LLM. 

For more information on the AAP, visit www.jmls.edu/aap. 

Alumni Advantage 
Now Offered to All Alumni

T

Law Review Reception

Tom Kilbane (JD ’78) and his wife, Helen, enjoyed conversation 
with Lauren Prihoda (JD ’10). The couple traveled to Chicago from 
Washington State.

Professor Mary Nagel (JD ’88) met former students Ghazal Sharifi 
(JD ’09) and Will Weltman (JD ’09). 

The Office of Alumni Relations hosted a reunion for current and 
former members of The John Marshall Law Review.  Enjoying the 
party are (from left) Katie Simpson-Jones (JD ’11), Meredith Fileff 
(JD ’12), Michelle Andres (JD ’12) and Jessica Kull (JD ’10).

Enjoying the reception for The John Marshall Law Review alumni 
are (from left) Debra Harvey (JD ’88), David Schultz (JD ’88), Tom 
Browne (JD ’74) and William Jones (JD ’89).
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lot has changed at The John 
Marshall Law School since 1962, when 
Professor Robert J. Nye first arrived.

As a full-time professor, Nye kept his job 
as a full-time attorney at his downtown 
Chicago firm, and at night taught 20 
class contact hours per week on top of 
his work as an attorney—a heavy load 
compared to the current maximum six 
hours per week faculty load set by the 
American Bar Association.

Holding true to Dean Noble W. Lee’s belief that John Marshall should 
“train future lawyers by men of ripened experience and practice,” this 
workload was commonplace among the small faculty 
50 years ago.

Though the mission of John Marshall as a forward-
thinking, “finger on the pulse” institution has 
remained, Nye has watched the law school cover a lot 
of ground. He no longer teaches primarily at night, 
and has spearheaded the Distance Education program 
since 2002.

Societal shifts also have influenced change. Though 
John Marshall has been committed to supporting 
underrepresented students since its founding in 1899, 
the past five decades have brought in a student body 
more diverse than the predominately white male 
demographic of the early 1960s. 

Nye said the students also have changed not in their 
respect toward professors and course material, but 
in dress code. Nye had set a dress code that students 
must wear a suit and tie—proper courtroom attire—
to class, a rule that has since died out over the years.

“Then, there were no complaints about dressing up 
for class. Now, it’s unreasonable for me to enforce 
that rule.” Nye believes this is because students, 
finishing college and going straight to grad school, no 
longer see law school as a professional institution but 
as an extension of their undergraduate education. 

As society has influenced the typical John Marshall 
student, technology has influenced how John Marshall professors 
disseminate their lessons. 

Appointed to the now-defunct Chicago Consortium of Higher 
Education as the distance learning representative for The John 
Marshall Law School, Nye started John Marshall’s program with 
videoconferencing equipment and linked John Marshall with Southern 
Illinois University (SIU) School of Law. The pairing gave Professor 
Doris Long an SIU audience for her Unfair Competition class and 
an SIU professor taught Education Law to students in Chicago. The 
program quickly evolved in less than a decade. Distance Education 
today consists of more than 20 eCourses offered by the Centers for 
Excellence.  

Still, Nye has loved the past 50 years. 
Simply stated: “I enjoy teaching.” 
Nye has taught a wide range of courses 
in JD, LLM and master’s curricula, but 
cites Contracts II, Business Franchise 
Law and Remedies as his choice topics. 
Nye has taught hundreds of students, 
including Chief Judge Timothy C. Evans, 
of the Circuit Court of Cook County; 
Justice Thomas R. Fitzgerald (ret.) of 
the Illinois Supreme Court; President 

Barack Obama’s former Chief of Staff Bill Daley; and Leonard F. Amari, 
current president to the law school’s board of trustees.
“What sticks out is what they have become, not what they were when 

they came to John Marshall,” Nye remarked. 

It’s no surprise that he’s played leadership roles 
outside of John Marshall, both real and staged. 

A long-time resident of Oak Park, Ill., Nye takes 
on pro bono cases for Downtown Oak Park, the 
business association for merchants in the central 
business district, and serves as counsel to its 
board of directors. Since the 1990s he has also 
been a selected guest faculty member at seminars 
for Illinois judges on civil law topics.   

Nye was part of the Chicago Bar Association’s 
Christmas Spirits holiday program from the 
1960s through 2008. He shared the stage with 
both Dean Lee who appeared in the men’s 
dancing chorus, and Dean John Corkery who 
played well-known individuals in the Chicago 
legal community. Nye was known for playing 
roles as Mayor Richard J. Daley and Illinois 
Governor James “Big Jim” Thompson. 

One script line Nye especially recalls as 
Thompson, known for his stature: “I look tall 
because most of my assistants are shorter.”

He is a committee member for the Jeff Awards, 
a group of 50 local professionals committed to 
celebrating the vitality of Chicago area theatre 
by recognizing them at two awards ceremonies 

every year. Nye sees more than 150 stage plays in 
a year for Jeff Award consideration.

“Theater and music have been a part of family tradition,” Nye 
explained. His lawyer-musician father seldom enlisted his son on 
bass fiddle for his band during the late 1940s and early 1950s when 
performing at weddings and bar mitzvahs.

Despite Nye’s skill as a quick learner, he admits, “I wasn’t any good at 
bass fiddle.”

Professor 
Robert J. Nye 

A

Professor Robert J. Nye of The John 
Marshall Law School admires his 
80th birthday cake, decorated with 
the Energizer Bunny, at a celebration 
Feb. 9, 2011. Nye received hearty 
congratulations from his colleagues at 
the birthday celebration.
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ichael Favia (JD ’82) has been 
active at The John Marshall Law School 
since graduating 30 years ago. The 
principal attorney at Michael V. Favia and 
Associates, he handles mostly civil cases, 
though his niche is professional licensing 
and professional regulatory licensing for 
professionals in the state of Illinois. 

Favia has been a part of The John Marshall 
Law School Alumni Association board 
the past 15 years and is the association’s 
president. 

Tell us about your time at John Marshall. 
Were you involved in any organizations?

I graduated in 1982. I went to law school 
part time initially and then full time. I 
became more involved, and I was active in the 
Justinian Society and then the Illinois State 
Bar Association chapter on campus. I was also a mentor during 
my third year.

Why did you become active in the Alumni Association?

I graduated and then I worked for the government. I worked in 
the South Loop, and I had a little extra time—it just made sense 
to remain active. I still believe the school provides an excellent 

education and we do need to give back to the 
schools we graduated from. I’ve been active since I 
graduated, I’m serving on the Board of Trustees, 
and I’ve been active with the alumni board for 
more than 15 years.

What do you plan to do differently as 
Alumni Association president?

I don’t know if I would do much differently. I 
might expand on what my predecessors have done; 
maybe more emphasis on our graduates getting 
jobs with our alumni. It’s a difficult market out 
there, and I’ve worked with our staff at John 
Marshall to help graduates get jobs. 

How do you plan to reach out to alumni?

I’d like to add more receptions in outlying 
Chicago areas, such as having cocktail receptions 
in North Chicago, the south suburbs, or the 

county of DuPage; maybe have some alumni out to meet and 
greet board members. 

I want John Marshall to be a little more active with the Chicago 
Bar Association, Illinois State Bar Association, and ethnic 
organizations such as Justinian and Decalogue Societies. That’s 
where our alumni are involved and I’m hoping they can network 
with our graduates. 

M

ABA Reception

Professor Mark Wojcik (right) (JD ’86) gave 
a warm welcome to Bulgarian native Nikolay 
Ouzounov (JD ’04) at the alumni reception at 
the annual American Bar Association meeting 
held in Chicago in August 2012.

Meeting at The John Marshall Law School Alumni Association 
reception were (from left) Jane Robinson, guest of Stephanie 
Hayes (JD ’81), Sherri Berendt (JD ’99), director of the Office 
of Alumni Relations; Professor Mark Wojcik (JD ’86) and 
Katherine Aschieris, senior advancement officer for 
The John Marshall Law School.

Rory Smith (left), associate dean for Outreach 
and Planning and director of Diversity Affairs and 
Outreach Programs, met Michael Booden (JD ’86) 
and Professor Ronald Smith at the alumni reception 
at the annual American Bar Association meeting. 

with Alumni Association 
President Michael Favia (JD ’82) Q&A 



15For more alumni news, visit www.jmls.edu/alumni

classnotes
1960 
Samuel F. Adam has been honored 
with the 2012 “Spirit of John Marshall 
Award” presented by The John Marshall 
Law School Board of Trustees. Adam is a 
solo practitioner in Chicago, Illinois. 

1974
Jeffrey M. Goldberg has been honored with 
the “Champion of Justice Award” from the 
Public Justice Foundation. Goldberg operates 
a private practice in Chicago, Illinois.

Thomas O. McCulloch has been named 
DeKalb County’s Interim Public Defender. 

1975
Edward J. McCambridge has 
been inducted as a fellow into The 
Litigation Counsel of America 
Trial Lawyer Honorary Society. 
McCambridge is a senior partner 
with Segal McCambridge Singer 
Mahoney in Chicago, Illinois. 

Hon. James Fitzgerald Smith has been 
honored with the 2012 “Spirit of John 
Marshall Award” presented by The John 
Marshall Law School Board of Trustees. 
Justice Smith serves on the Illinois Appellate 
Court. 

1978
Randall I. Marmor has joined 
Gordon & Rees, LLP in Chicago, 
Illinois, as a partner. Marmor 
concentrates his practice on 
liability insurance coverage law 
and insurance coverage litigation. 

Thomas J. Nathan has been 
honored with the 2012 “Spirit 
of John Marshall Award” 
presented by The John Marshall 
Law School Board of Trustees. 
Nathan is a partner with 
Munday & Nathan in Chicago, Illinois. 

1979
Paula Hudson Holderman 
has been named chief attorney 
development officer at Winston & 
Strawn, LLP in Chicago, Illinois. 

John L. Rogers delivered a 
series of lectures on China as an 
emerging economy as a visiting 
professor at Aalto University 
in Finland. Rogers is also an 
adjunct professor at Northwestern 
University’s Kellogg School 
of Management in Evanston, Illinois. 

Hon. Jay W. Ukena has been 
re-appointed to Illinois’ Child 
Support Advisory Committee. 
Judge Ukena serves Lake County, 
Illinois, as a circuit judge. 

1980
H. Scott Harvey (LLM ’82) has joined 
Progreso Financiero in Menlo Park, California, 
as chief legal officer and corporate secretary.

Susan M. Scully Schultz has been 
appointed the executive director and of 
counsel to the executive chairman and 
president of the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange Group in Chicago, Illinois.

David J. Smith has been honored 
with the 2012 “Spirit of John Marshall 
Award” presented by The John Marshall 
Law School Board of Trustees. Smith 
is with Archer Daniels Midland 
Company in Decatur, Illinois. 

1982
Loren J. Morris has joined Retreat 
Capital Management Group in 
Chicago, Illinois, as the senior 
vice-president, general counsel 
and chief compliance officer. 

1983 
Bradford A. Burton has been promoted to 
partner with Cassiday Schade, LLP in Chicago, 
Illinois. Burton concentrates his practice in 
construction, environmental and toxic tort 
litigation, and product liability actions.

Frank Quintero, Jr. has been named 
one of the top criminal defense lawyers 
in Florida by Super Lawyers Magazine, 
Miami Magazine, The Wall Street Journal 
and American Registry. Quintero is a solo 
practitioner in Coral Gables, Florida. 

1984
David M. Bendoff is author of the “Condo 
Talk” column, published weekly 
in the Daily Herald newspaper. 
Bendoff is a principal with Kovitz 
Shifrin Nesbit in Chicago, Illinois. 
He concentrates his practice on 
representation of condominium 
and common interest community associations 
in Illinois, Wisconsin, and Arizona.

1985
Dennis M. Foley has been presented with 
the key to the City of Hometown for his 
authoring of The Drunkard’s Son. Foley 
operates a private practice in Chicago, Illinois. 

Patrick J. Rocks has joined Jackson Lewis, 
LLP in Chicago, Illinois, as a partner. Rocks 
concentrates his practice on public sector and 
education law. 

1986
David E. Cohen has announced the formation 
of Fisher, Cohen, Waldman, Shapiro, 
LLP in Chicago, Illinois. The new firm is 
focused on addressing complex financial 
matters for small and midsize companies. 

Tomas A. Lipinski (LLM) has 
been appointed the new director 
for the School of Library and 
Information Science at Kent 
State University in Kent, Ohio. 

Mark E. Wojcik has been elected treasurer 
of The American Society of Legal Writers. 
Wojcik is a professor at The John Marshall 
Law School. 

1989
Michael J. Semkiu has been promoted 
to chief of police for the Mount Prospect 
Police Department in Illinois.

1991
John E. DeLascio has been 
named an equity partner with 
Meckler, Bulger, Tilson, Marick 
& Pearson, LLP, in Chicago, 
Illinois. DeLascio concentrates 
his practice on complex insurance 
coverage litigation and reinsurance disputes.

Elena M. Marcheschi has 
joined The John Marshall Law 
School as assistant director of the 
Academic Achievement Program. 

Allen C. Schlinsog, Jr. has 
been installed as president of the 
Eastern District of the Wisconsin 
Bar Association. Schlinsog 
is a chair and shareholder 
for Reinhart Boerner Van 
Deuren, S.C. in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. He concentrates his practice on 
the industrial machinery, pharmaceutical 
and medical device industries.
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Scott D. Verhey has been elected president 
of the board of directors of the Danny Did 
Foundation. Verhey operates a solo practice in 
Chicago, Illinois, and concentrates his practice 
on commercial litigation and eminent domain. 

Michael T. Walsh has been 
promoted to managing 
principal with Kitch, 
Drutchas, Wagner, Valitutti & 
Sherbrook, P.C. in Chicago, 
Illinois. Walsh concentrates 
his practice on health care defense. 

1993
Cher R. Eaves has become the new 
assistant editor of a crime fiction podcast, 
Crime City Central, where she publishes 
short stories for podcast. Eaves is a 
retired criminal defense attorney.

1994
Hon. Celia G. Gamrath has 
been elected circuit judge of 
Domestic Relations for the 
Circuit Court of Cook County, 
8th judicial subcircuit.

Guy N. Maras has been elected 
first vice president of the Union 
League Club of Chicago. Maras is 
currently the co-managing partner 
of the Law Offices of Hennessy & 
Roach, P.C., in Chicago, Illinois. 

1995
Nello P. Gamberdino has joined 
The John Marshall Law School as 
the employer outreach coordinator 
in the Career Services Office.

1996
Steven G. Steger has been featured by IAM 
Magazine as a leading intellectual property 
strategist. Steger is a founder and the 
managing partner of Global IP Law Group 
in Chicago, Illinois, where he concentrates 
his practice on intellectual property matters. 

Glenn D. Taxman has been 
appointed to the Management 
Committee at Much Shelist, 
P.C. Taxman is a principal with 
the firm’s Orange County, 
California office, and concentrates 
his practice on real estate matters.

1997 
Kevin P. Camden has joined 
Solo Practice University, a web-
based education community, 
as a professor in labor law. 
Camden is with Teamsters Local 
700 in Chicago, Illinois. 

Moira H. Pietrowski has been 
promoted to partner with Roetzel 
& Andress, LLC in Akron, 
Ohio. Pietrowski concentrates 
her practice in product liability, 
toxic tort and fire litigation.

1998
Sean M. Byrne has joined Axiom 
in Chicago, Illinois, as the director 
of e-Discovery Solutions.

Jessica Arong O’Brien  
(LLM ’02/LLM ’03) has joined 
The John Marshall Law School 
Board of Trustees. O’Brien is 
with the Illinois Department of 
Revenue in Chicago, Illinois. 

1999
Kristin M. Gruss has joined Henry 
Phillip Gruss, Ltd. in Chicago, Illinois. 
Gruss concentrates her practice 
on medical malpractice, personal 
injury and product liability. 

Sarah L. Morrissey has joined Skyword.com 
as a sales director in Chicago, Illinois. 

2000
Lurene M. Contento has been 
selected as the 2012 “Deborah 
Hecht Memorial Writing Contest 
Award” recipient. Contento 
is an assistant professor and 
director of the Legal Writing 
Program at The John Marshall Law School.

Jamie L. Hull has been 
promoted to partner with 
Cassiday Schade, LLP in Chicago, 
Illinois. Hull concentrates her 
practice in insurance coverage 
and commercial litigation. 

Kevin M. Hull was honored at 
the spring 2012 commencement 
for his outstanding teaching as 
an adjunct professor at The John 
Marshall Law School. Hull also 
has been named the executive 
director at the Westside Institute for Science 
and Education in Chicago. He is the founder 
of Hull Partners, Ltd. in Chicago, Illinois. 

Christene A. Parkinson has joined 
Melaleuca: The Wellness Company in Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, as a marketing manager.

2001
David W. Austin has joined Scharf 
Banks Marmor, LLC in Chicago, 
Illinois. Austin concentrates his 
practice on complex litigation. 

Renard C. Francois (LLM) 
has joined Caterpillar Financial as corporate 
counsel of regulatory and compliance. 

Todd P. Klein has joined Gregorio 
& Associates, Ltd. in Chicago, 
Illinois. Klein concentrates his 
practice on personal injury law. 

Annette M. McMurry has joined 
The Ohio State University College 
of Dentistry in Columbus, Ohio, 
as the director of admissions.

2002
Ehren V. Bilshausen has been 
promoted to partner with 
Cassiday Schade, LLP in Chicago, 
Illinois. Bilshausen concentrates 
his practice in construction and 
transportation-related litigation.

Craig M. Derrig has been 
promoted to partner with Wilson, 
Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman 
& Dicker, LLP in Chicago, 
Illinois. Derrig concentrates 
his practice on product liability 
and commercial litigation matters. 

James F. Goedken has joined 
Faegre Baker & Daniels, 
LLP in Chicago, Illinois, 
as a partner in the firm’s 
Intellectual Property Group. 

Bradley J. Migdal has joined 
Newmark Grubb Knight 
Frank in Chicago, Illinois, 
as the managing director of 
global corporate services. 

Richard T. Ruzich (LLM) 
has joined Cozen O’Connor in 
Chicago, Illinois, as a partner. 
Ruzich concentrates his practice 
on intellectual property matters. 

2003
John W. Albee has been promoted 
to partner with Anthony J. 
Madonia & Associates, Ltd, 
in Chicago, Illinois. Albee 
concentrates his practice on 
commercial litigation, business 
counseling, real estate and family law.

c l a s s n o t e s . . .  continued
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Protecting the Elderly Through Law

enior citizens. Older Americans. Baby Boomers.

Whatever label you choose works for Barry Kozak (JD/LLM ’00), director of Elder Law Programs 
at The John Marshall Law School. 

“This is a growing segment of our society that has needs that often require special legal attention. 
Our certificate program is helping prepare new lawyers for this niche specialty.”

Elder Law touches a host of legal areas, including real estate law, estate planning, health law, 
guardianship and insurance law. Kozak has structured the certificate requirements around John 
Marshall’s current curriculum, with special additions, such as the class “Preserving Independence 
and Dignity of the Elderly” giving students the knowledge to help protect the decisions of adults 
whose diminished capacities may leave them vulnerable to abuse.

“We all want to remain active as we age, but there will be times when the advice of an attorney may 
prove to be essential. We’re preparing those attorneys for what lies ahead,” Kozak said.

His work also is taking him to China, now that John Marshall has partnered with the East China University of Political 
Science and Law in Shanghai in establishing the joint Sino-American Research Center for an Aging Population. Kozak has also 
been a key advisor, and now permanent member of the Task Force for the new Elder Law & Miscellaneous Remedies Division 
of the Circuit Court of Cook County.

Michael H. Cantieri has 
been promoted to shareholder 
with Segal, McCambridge, 
Singer & Mahoney, Ltd. in 
Chicago, Illinois. Cantieri 
concentrates his practice on 
complex personal injury defense. 

Dion U. Davi has announced the 
opening of his practice, Davi Law 
Group, LLC, in Wheaton, Illinois. 
Davi concentrates his practice 
on domestic relations advocacy, 
parentage advocacy, adoption, 
real estate and traffic citation matters. 

Trenton A. Galetti has 
joined Brinker & Doyen, 
LLP in St. Louis, Missouri. 
Galetti concentrates his 
practice on civil defense 
litigation, insurance defense 
and workers’ compensation defense. 

Paul T. Kleppetsch has been 
promoted to partner with 
Cassiday Schade, LLP in 
Chicago, Illinois. Kleppetsch 
concentrates his practice in 
construction, product liability 
and transportation defense.

2004
Jennifer P. Irmen has joined 
Anesi, Ozmon, Rodin, Novak 
& Kohen, Ltd. in Chicago, 
Illinois, as an associate. 

Anthony J. Longo has 
been promoted to partner 
with Cassiday Schade, LLP 
in Chicago, Illinois. Longo 
concentrates his practice in the 
defense of medical, construction 
and product liability actions.

Sherry L. Rollo has been 
promoted to partner at Husch, 
Blackwell, LLP in Chicago, 
Illinois. Rollo concentrates her 
practice on intellectual property 
litigation and consulting. 

Jennifer H. Sarhaddi has been 
promoted to partner with Arnstein 
& Lehr, LLP in Chicago, Illinois. 
Sarhaddi concentrates her practice on 
commercial and business tort litigation. 

2005
Michael Bartolic has been named 
vice-chair of the Illinois State Bar 
Association’s Employee Benefits 
Section Council. Bartolic operates 
The Law Offices of Michael 
Bartolic, LLC in Chicago, Illinois. 

Gregory C. Maksimuk has joined 
Schiller, DuCanto & Fleck, LLP in 
Wheaton, Illinois, as an associate. 
Maksimuk concentrates his practice 
on complex financial matters. 

Robert N. Faulkner  
(LLM ’06) has joined Stinson 
Morrison Hecker, LLP in St. 
Louis, Missouri, as an associate. 
Faulkner concentrates his 
practice in commercial real 
estate, mergers and acquisitions, corporate 
law and estate/succession planning.

2006
Mark W. Bina has been appointed to 
the Illinois Attorney Registration & 
Disciplinary Commission’s hearing board. 
Bina is with Krieg, DeVault, LLP, and 
concentrates his practice on litigation, 
transactional and regulatory matters. 

Jeffery C. Bora has joined 
Arnett McCann, LLC in 
Chicago, Illinois, as an associate 
attorney. Bora concentrates 
his practice on commercial 
litigation and tort defense. 

Mark A. Javier has opened The Javier 
Law Firm, PC, in Chicago, Illinois. 
Javier is a trial advocacy instructor at 
The John Marshall Law School. 

Jennifer M. Seaholm has been 
installed as president of the 
DuPage Association of Women 
Lawyers. Seaholm is a juvenile 
supervisor for the DuPage 
County Public Defender’s 
Office in Wheaton, Illinois.
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c l a s s n o t e s . . .  continued

2007
Leslie J.P. Fyans has been named a 
“Forty Under 40” business community 
leader by the Springfield Business Journal. 
Fyans is an attorney for Teamsters 
Local 916 in Springfield, Illinois. 

Andrew L. Glubisz has joined 
Chuhak & Tecson, P.C. in 
Chicago, Illinois, as a banking 
associate. Glubisz concentrates 
his practice on the representation 
of middle market lenders. 

Beth A. Heffernan  
(LLM ’08) has joined Salvi, 
Schostok & Pritchard P.C., as an 
associate. Heffernan concentrates 
her practice on sports law. 

Kristen C. Leppert has 
joined Ford & Britton, P.C. 
in Chicago, Illinois, as an 
associate. Leppert concentrates 
her practice on insurance defense 
and commercial litigation. 

Timothy J. Rechtien has been 
promoted to shareholder with 
Banner & Witcoff, Ltd. in Chicago, 
Illinois. Rechtien concentrates 
his practice on patent litigation. 

Merilee K. Waters has been named 
coordinator of Paralegal Studies, as well 
as an adjunct faculty member for Oakton 
Community College in Des Plaines, Illinois. 

2008
Kelli A. Biggam has joined 
Gordon & Rees, LLP in Chicago, 
Illinois, as an associate. Biggam 
concentrates her practice on 
insurance litigation and coverage. 

Alisha K. Bull has joined 
Leydig, Voit & Mayer, Ltd. 
in Chicago, Illinois. Bull 
concentrates her practice on 
intellectual property matters. 

John C. Havill has joined Kahn, 
Dees, Donovan & Kahn, LLP in 
Evansville, Indiana, as an associate. 
Havill concentrates his practice on 
bankruptcy and insurance matters. 

Michelle L. Steiman has joined 
the Office of the General Counsel with 
TransUnion, LLC, in Chicago, Illinois. 
Steiman concentrates her practice on U.S. 
contracting and business solutions.

Diana K. Vasquez has joined the Private 
Bank and Trust Company as the managing 
director/fiduciary compliance officer. 

2009
Ryan Gianni has joined Ernst 
& Young in Washington, 
D.C., as a senior consultant. 

Paul E. Johnson (LLM 
’10) has joined Robert 
Half Legal in Washington, D.C., as 
a project fulfillment manager. 

James G. Pesoli has joined Misa Art, 
Inc. as the director of business affairs. 

Jodi L. Rifkin has joined 
O’Hagan Spencer in Chicago, 
Illinois, as an associate attorney. 

Danielle Rudas has joined 
Stone Real Estate Corporation 
in Chicago, Illinois, as an associate. 

Samuel J. Schumer has joined 
Meltzer, Purtill & Stelle, LLC in 
Chicago, Illinois, as an associate 
attorney in the Litigation and 
Dispute Resolution Practice. 

2010
Connor J. Bidwill has been named the 
chief of International and Operational 
Law for the 4th Infantry Division for the 
U.S. Army at Fort Carson, Colorado. 

Felicia L. Ganther has been 
named associate vice chancellor 
for Student Affairs for the 
Maricopa Community Colleges 
in Phoenix, Arizona. 

William A. McIntosh has 
been honored with the 2012 “Spirit of 
John Marshall Award” presented by The 
John Marshall Law School Board of 
Trustees. McIntosh operates the McIntosh 
Foundation in Kenilworth, Illinois. 

Stephen H. Montgomery, Ph.D. 
has joined Pepper Hamilton, 
LLP in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
as an associate. Montgomery 
concentrates his practice in 
intellectual property law.

Michael A. Peroff has joined Cardinal 
Intellectual Property in Evanston, Illinois, 
as a project manager of trademarks. 

In Memoriam
Michael W. Back, JD ’80
David A. Baitman, JD ’81
Martha R. Barglow, JD ’75
Thomas C. Bartos, JD ’95
Sherman J. Brown, JD ’84
Stephen P. Carponelli, JD ’72
James T. Collins, ’72
Joseph R. Crosby, JD ’76
Stella A. Cuthbert, JD ’55
Neal F. Farrell, JD ’69
Lawrence Ferolie, JD ’50
Helmut A. Fydrych, JD ’49
William C. Gracik, JD ’92
Edward T. Graham, JD ’82
Eugene E. Gozdecki, JD ’76
Richard W. Hall, JD ’51
Donald C. Hamrin, JD ’75
Angelo Karras, JD ’51
Morris A. Kravitz, JD ’59
Sandra Lamb, JD ’81
Victor L. Leal, Jr., JD ’81
Frank J. Lukes, JD ’79
Hon. Don A. Moore, JD ’50
Robert I. Mork, JD ’84
Edward C. Purcell, JD ’63
William E. Richner, JD ’52
John C. Sands, JD ’58
Richard F. Schouten, JD ’87
William G. Schuett, JD ’83
Gerard W. Stagnato, JD ’79
Stanley Twardy, JD ’74
William S. Walsh, JD ’53
Kathryn G. Ward, JD ’90
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John C. Havill

Jodi L. Rifkin

Ryan Gianni

Felicia L. Ganther

Andrew L. Glubisz

Nicholas Henry (JD ’08/LLM ’09) stands with 
his wife, Stephanie, after he receives his award 
as Defense Counsel of the Year, at the annual 
defense conference at Marine Corps Air Station 
Miramar in San Diego, Calif. 
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2011
Matthew J. Claes has joined 
the Law Office of Robert M. 
Claes, Ltd. in Darien, Illinois, as 
an associate. Claes concentrates 
his practice on residential 
real estate transactions.

Dena H. Elkhatib has authored 
The ABA Practical Guide to 
Drafting Basic Islamic Finance 
Contracts. Elkhatib is currently 
with Al Tamimi & Company in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

Caitlin R. Fitzpatrick has joined Rubin 
& Norris, LLC in Chicago, Illinois, as an 
associate. Fitzpatrick concentrates her practice 
on commercial and residential real property.

Claire A. Floore has joined 
Swanson, Martin & Bell, LLP 
in Chicago, Illinois, as an 
associate. Floore concentrates her 
practice on asbestos litigation.

Tiffany M. Hughes has opened 
Hughes, Laws & Scheive P.C. 
in Chicago, Illinois. Hughes 
concentrates her practice 
on bankruptcy matters. 

Alexander R. Marsh has 
joined White, Marsh, Anderson, Martin, 
Vickers, Deobler & Goode in Ottawa, 
Illinois, as a general practitioner. 

Christopher M. Melnyczenko 
has joined Richard J. 
Reimer & Associates, LLC 
in Hinsdale, Illinois, as an 
associate. Melnyczenko and 
wife, Susan, welcomed baby 
girl Milena Lauren on Oct. 16, 2011.

Katie Simpson-Jones has been appointed to a 
judicial clerkship for the Hon. Daniel Patrick 
Brennan at the Circuit Court of Cook County. 

Delilah P. Strickland has joined 
the Chicago Bar Association Young 
Lawyers Section Creative Arts 
Committee as the legislative liaison. 

 Elaine Vullmahn has joined 
Williams, Montgomery & 
John, Ltd. in Chicago, Illinois, 
as an associate. Vullmahn 
concentrates her practice 
on commercial litigation 
and professional liability matters. 

2012
Jason P. Faust has joined Central States Funds 
in Rosemont, Illinois, as an ERISA attorney.

Barry E. Kanarek has joined Angelina & 
Herrick P.C. in Rolling Meadows, Illinois. 

Tamara A. Meister has been cast in the lead 
role of Elle Woods in the Eastlight Theatre 
production of “Legally Blonde” in Peoria, 
Illinois. Meister is with the Tazewell County 
State’s Attorney’s Office in Pekin, Illinois. 

Anne E. Schmidt has joined the United States 
Department of Labor in Chicago, Illinois. 

Amy L. Scoma (LLM ’12) has joined 
JPMorgan Chase in Chicago, Illinois, 
as a HIPAA compliance analyst.

Matthew J. Claes

Claire A. Floore

Dena H. Elkhatib

Tiffany M. Hughes

Christopher M. 
Melnyczenko

Elaine Vullmahn

       s executive vice president and general counsel 
for the legendary Riviera Hotel and Casino in Las 
Vegas, Tullio Marchionne (JD ’84) does a little 
bit of everything.

He handles all legal matters, especially those 
dealing with gaming and corporate law. 

“I cannot imagine practicing any other type of 
law,” Marchionne said. Having experience in 
gaming operations on the floor—from games 
dealer to general manager—Marchionne has 
insights to aspects and peculiarities of the gaming 
industry that other attorneys may not have.

In addition to handling all legal matters, 
Marchionne attends to the more than 30 
tenants Riviera landlords, as well as heading 
its departments of human resources, security, 
surveillance and risk management.

And, “I am involved with union negotiations and 
other union matters as the Riviera is party to nine 
collective bargaining agreements, and also am a 
member of the Riviera Executive Committee.”

This success did not come overnight. Born and raised in Chicago, 
Marchionne received a degree in business administration from 
Western Kentucky University before attending John Marshall.

What Marchionne enjoyed the most about his time at John 
Marshall was the coziness of the school and the camaraderie with 
fellow students—“especially during year one when we were all 
scared to death.”

During all three years of law school, Marchionne clerked at three 
different law firms, which covered criminal defense, personal injury, 
and plaintiffs’ personal injury and family law. “The third firm hired 
me as an attorney after graduation and passing the Illinois bar.”

Marchionne says he moved west looking for a warmer climate.
Through his hard work, Marchionne has learned to value patience. 
“You have to grow into the profession. Success in the profession, 
just as success in law school, takes time and plenty of hard work.”

Marchionne’s Got His Pulse on Las Vegas 
A
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Legacy of  John Marshall

Matthew Sean Baker 
follows in his father Roger’s 
footsteps. He is a 1981 
graduate.

Mark Besbekos (JD ’85) 
congratulates his daughter, 
Deanna, on her graduation 
from The John Marshall Law 
School.

Randall Chaplinski (JD ’80) 
congratulates his daughter, 
Laura, on her graduation day, 
June 3, 2012.

Brian Hug (JD ’82) is the 
proud father of graduate 
Matthew Boyd Hug.

Alexander Krauskopf is 
congratulated by his dad, 
Howard Krauskopf (JD ’80).

Morgan Ian Marcus stands with 
his sister, Meredith (JD ’10), on 
graduation day.

Joseph R. Napoli II follows in 
his father Joe’s footsteps. He is 
a 1964 graduate. 

 Joseph Victor Noferi stands 
with his father, Joseph 
(JD ’80), at the 193rd 
commencement of The John 
Marshall Law School.

Ericka Morgan Stawiarski 
joins her father, Leo (JD ’84), 
as a proud John Marshall 
graduate. 

Brothers Matthew (JD ’03) and 
Lucas Walker now are both 
John Marshall graduates. 

Father Robert Wigoda (JD 
’79) celebrated at the 193rd 
commencement when his 
son, James, graduated.

Mark David Winistorfer is 
congratulated by his brother, 
George (JD ’06).
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